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FINALCALL
Why I fork out for fine-dining

By Brian Joknston | IBustration by Jamie Broun

acently] dned 2t La Fassagere the
Mofich ail im-starred restanrant at Hoted
Bl Rives on the Franch Riviera,
whare ched Aordien Vecqoand has heen
cansing & sty wath bes i rmovatve approach
biul]i'lgz.ndn:.bo-i
Aserseof oorasan parvadas Michaln
cimen g in Fran ce, and thes was no anception,
with a grand art deen room, ghttaring
dhandebors, and ten layers of starchad
talnlacloth, ome hine, onewhite. On my tahle,
thres candies 8 drered on a poreslaim
can diestick that lodked as o it might hawe
I desigmed Iy Picasso,
I.lhﬁn'u.eﬁop
Inibae views o the Madterranan gimmered
Inayomd the arched wm dows of the Belles
Foves, adding tothe mmpresmon [ aleays
haw whan hante coisne in Franee
that Tve mz sageset
T e ioe: an axira, not quile gatting the
Ihiggar pietare. The know-all wasters have
theman parts. They ghd e areon d ke

acolytes mstylsh ss, and they
ez - “Stlll or spari Eng T, you
o mor e peppar?™ - sound s Biea
metaphyseal question.

Hothen g s normal withposh dnimg

Franee. Even though Ispeak French, 1
said om have mach idea whatT'm eating.
Oy apars eould sty ontop of the
enlinary vocabalary: cartonche, chiffonade.
enrdit, eonsommme and acvabis barchy lamch
yoou imto the alphahat.

Already bafore mymeal at La Passagere

the voraivalary The French are sometimes
jostas pozzledheranse what tams up on the
plate is oftan mnapeacted.
Mysetmanunat La Fassagare has me
frean an ghat tastos of pine:
ook £ mackare thatlacks akmest ©
Japanese Zpidar crah comes in a floeery

Yes, my meal is €195 (£320), but what price
a cudfural experience? People spend more on
a Taylor Swift concert or a soceer final.

s hogum, I'm challenged by prafon, not a
word ['we come aeross hafore. The waster
mirms me thatith atype of bread from the
Wendes, mad e withont yeast

PBatignorance docan’tchan ge the taste
Inds. This predon tastes Bios the lovesh iid of
Ihroche and eroissant, and has a flaky,
hutery exerior staddad with erispy eanfit
gariic sicos.

Drom't e prot off experiencing hamte
s inG just hevanse you're i nimmed ated by

foam that \stes b the hls of Provense.

The oo s dedicsorns, bt French fine-
dining s ahout more thanthat E imvtes you
toadmire a vanaty of eompler colinary
tiech racpaes, and fod plated bke o work of
art.

Oneof my eoorses is a sngleshrmp,
exried in ahaifcirele that eops an orange-
endomred sancs of such velveqy
sampto a0 sness it conld onlyhe ereated i
Framea.

Ched Vaguand says his cmsine s “devated
toan ideal . amoment of timedesmn e
refierting jo and emotion™. Trost the
Frenchto tom food mto philesaphyg. Frena
sdaa what that means et after o while the
#aveoars and parformancs ant have me
sedueed, and oty m the maoment.
Yos, oy meal is €196 £220), ot what
mzcﬂhﬂnﬂ]qam"hﬂemﬂ
Taylor Sorilt comeert or & somer
hihmﬂ;ﬁgﬂhmﬁnmldt}n
Ihest duming a Micheln-starred ewerning.
The meal takes longerthan a pop emeert
ar sportngevent. Yoo desrdle through
mmaliip ke rch conrsas andmatching wines
and i e thore aresoveral
o Come.
AzLa Fasmagare there are foar dassert
eomrses, each adi cate extramganza
Iwolving darik cheenlate and extracts of
iprohable plants soch 45 geraniom andsea
fermal

That' the thingabout faney French
chirem g, Yoo ean't deserine what you had. You
aven mow whatm yom
% Baotwhat you do kmow is that you've
anjoped the nktimate food fanfsy and oneof
travels graat axparsnces.

#1.) Wendy Wu Tours.
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